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PCDC Dances for the New Millennium!

Anita Anderson, Rex Blazer, and George
Penk with Woody Lane - January 7, 2000
~ at the Multnomah Art Center

Anita Anderson on piano and Rex Blazer on fiddle,
have played together for years, producing hard-driving
contras and squares at festivals, camps, and dances all over
the country. Melding influences from Cape Breton,
gospel, French Canadian, Scandinavian, and jazz tradi-
tions, they specialize in playing the perfect tune for each
dance. Anita and Rex combine the hottest of new contra
tunes with traditional melodies, and include an impressive
and emotional range of international waltzes dances.

- Caller Woody Lane completes the percussive element as
he clogs as well as calls. Woody, Anita and Rex have
extensively toured the Pacific Northwest and California.

‘ Portland’s popular fiddler for 15 years, George Penk
will contribute his energy to create a rousing dance evening.

' Anita Anderson lives in Seattle, where she is heavily
involved in many aspects of music and dance. She plays
regularly for contra, English Country and Scandinavian
dances, and until two years ago, was a member of the
tmmensely popular 40’s/50s singing group the “S” Curves.
She has written many dance tunes, and has published a
book, “Tunes From the Western Edge,” which includes her
well-known tune “Bus Stop Reel.”

Rex Blazer, who lives in Juneau, Alaska, has been
fiddling for 20 years, first through his interest in Bluegrass
music, and then for his Iove of Cape Breton fiddling. He
studied in Cape Breton in the 1980’s. Known for his
“liberal” interpretation of traditional music, Rex has been
touring the U.S. for the past 15 years.

- Woody Lané has called contras and squares in the
Pacific Northwest and across the country for morethan 15
years. He enjoys calling smooth, active contras for all
levels, as well as adding one or two fast squares to an
evening. Woody has been on the staff of a few dance and
music camps, including Fiddle Tunes in Spokane, Bear
Hug in Montana and Raincoast Ruckus in Vancouver,
B.C. Woody is a founding member and performer in a
number of clogging teams, and sometimes does step danc-
ing when he calls.

Pleasures of Home with Mary Devlin
January 8, 2000
at Fulton Community Center

Seattle band Pleasures of Home brings, as always, its
“signature” mix of dance tunes from the Pacific Northwest,
Yankee traditional and recent contra tunes, with the musi-
cal influences of Northumbrian, Irish, Quebecois,
Saskatchewan Metis Canadian, Missouri, and Prairie Cana-
dian.

Stuart and Vivian Williams are two of the region’s best
fiddlers, capable of the power of paired unison fiddles, or
exquisite twin-fiddle harmonies. Vivian recently became
the U.S. Old-Time Fiddle Senior Champion. Stuart has
long been a field interviewer, scholar, and preserver of the
styles of Pacific Northwest Old Time fiddlers.

Phil Williams on guitar, mandolin, and tenor banjo, has
more than 30 years experiencé in American traditional
music. He is a founder of the N.W. Folklife Festival.

Phil Katz, who has played melodeons for 16 years and
now owns four, specializes in traditional Yankee,
Northumbrian, North English, Quebecois, and New-
foundland music.

Seattle Bass Player David Cahn - Besides his 20 years in
several bands in the Seattle area, David has often played
with Rodney Miller’s band around the country, and is on
two of the band’s CDs “Greasy Coat” and “All-round
Collection.” David also plays fiddle, mandolin, guitar, and

banjo, as well as writes his own tunes.

Portland caller Mary Devlin’s infectious spirit malkes
herafavorite in the Northwest and around the country for
contra, square and English country dances. Known for
calling “feel good dances” which emphasize great connec-
tions, she has garnered a reputation for her explicit reach-
ing, clear, crisp calling and flowing dances.

Mary has called dances and taught workshops through-
out the U.S. and Canada, and has appeared numerous times
at the New England Folk Festival (NEFFA), Northwest
Folklife Festival, and The Alaska Folk Festival. She has
toured with some of the finest musicians in the country,
such as Seattle band KGB, Larry Unger and Elke Baker, and
Rex Blazer and Anita Anderson.




Dance Locations
BC Benton Center, 630 NW 7th, Corvallis
BWT Burlingame Water Tower Dance Hall, SW 17th and Marigold (between Spring Garden and Taylor’s Ferry
Roads}—no street shoes permitted on the dance floor
BVC Buena Vista Club, corner of 16th and Jackson, Oregon City (call 650-0798 for easy directions)
FCC Fulton Community Center, 68 SW Miles (off Barbur, traffic light just east of Terwilliger)
GP Guthrie Park, 3 miles south of Dallas
KMS Kelly Middle School, North Park & Howard, Eugene
KOC - Knights of Columbus Hall, 725 Shipping NE, Salem.
LDC Living Dance Center, 3536 SE 26th Avenue
MAC Multnomah Art Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy. (at 31st)
MFMH  Multnomah Friends Meeting House, 4312 SE Stark
MG Mountainview Grange, White Salmon. Call 503/386-6461 for address
NG Netel Grange, Lewis & Clark Road, 3.9 miles south of Miles Crossing at "Logan Road Chapel” sign.
Call 503 / 325-7279 if lost.
PPAA Portland Police Athletic Assoc., 618 SE Alder
RG Rockford Grange, 4250 Barreit Drive, Hood River
SAC Saint Andrew's Church, SW Dosch Road at Sunset Boulevard (near Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy)
SBEC Saint Barnabus Episcopal Church, 2201 SW Vermont (about 3 blocks west of Bertha)
SCB Sunlight Community Center, 6404 SW Barnes Road, Portland
WHCC  Waldo Hills Community Club, 5 miles south of Silverton, Cascade Highway & Sunnyview Road.

Unless stated, all dances are opento

everyone—experienced or not, with or

without partners, and feature live mu-
sic. All dances are raught. PCDC en-
courages sit-in musicians (unmiked) at
regular PCDC dances at the discretion
of the hired band and caller.

PCDC First Friday Dance. This
contra dance showcases local and re-
gional callers and dance bands, If
you'd like to call or book a band for
this dance, please contact PCDC. Mau-
sicians are encouraged to sit in with

the hired band, but will'not be miked.”

MAC, 8 pm, beginners’ workshop 7:30
m. $7/%6for seniors and PCDC mem-
ers.

First Friday English Country
Dance, Potluck, & Open Band. Open
Mikefor Callers,and Open Band, forthose
who would like to play. 7 pm at SCB $3.

PCDC First Saturday English
Country Dance. Englisk Country
dance is a source of modern square and
contra dance style. FCC, 8 pm, begin-

ner’s workshop 7:30 pm, $7/$6 seniors
and PCDC members.

First Saturday Cats & Dogs Con-
tra-dance. UnLeashed! and various
Cat bands alternate months with guest
callers. FCC, 8 pm, beginners’ work-
shop 7:30pm. §7.

Second and Fourth Friday En-
glish Country Dance. Run by the

Regular Dances

Portland English Country Dancer,
these two monthly dances feature a
variety of callers and musicains, BW'T,
8pm, no beginners' workshop. $6. (No
street shoes allowed at BWT.)

PCDC Second Saturday Dance,
the longest continuously running con-
tra dance in the state, This dance is
similar to the first Friday dance, main-
taining the tradition. SAC, 8 pm, be-
ginners’ workshop 7:30 pm. $7/56 se-
niors and PCDC members.

Portland Ceili Society Danceis®a-

gathering of friends” with lively Irish
music, frequently played by world fa-
mous musicians. Very aercbic danc-
ing and a full bar are only a few of the
notable features of this Third Friday
of the month dance, held upstairs at
PPAA. Cost $9.

Third Saturday Contradance is
organized by Paul McCullough.
Dances tend towards the challenging
side. FCC, 8 pm, beginner’s Works%mp
7:30 pm. $7.

Fourth Saturday Contradance is
organized and called by Mary Devlin.
FCC, 8pm, beginners' workshop 7:30
pm. $7/$6 CDSS members.

Fifth Saturday Contradance fea-
tures the old-time music of the Rose
City Aces with guest callers. FCC,
8pm, $6.

Out of Town Dances

Second Saturday Dance, GP, Salem, 8
Fonrth Friday Scandinavian Dance;
KOC, Salem. 8 pm. Call 503/364-6713 to

confirm. .

First & Third Saturday Dances. BC;
Corvallis. 8 pm. (Bring non-street shoes.)
Call 541/754-1839. :

Second Saturday Dance, KMS,
Eugene, 8 PM. Beginrier's instruction at~
7:30 PM. (For info or places 1o stay, call
Ellen ar 503/686-2053.) :

Fourth Saturday Swing 'n Contra
Dance, GP, Salem. 8 pm. ;

Astoria Old-Time Country Danceg
NG, Astoria. Call 503/325-7279 for info.

Contramania Dances, More challeng:
ing dances, intermediate workshop at 7:30;
KMS, Eugene. Fourth Saturdays at 8 pm:
CAll 541/686-2053

Hood River Saturday Dances, RG,
8 pm. Call 503/386-6461 for details.

White Salmon Saturday Dancesé
MG, 8 pm. Call 503/386-6461 for details:

Bend Community Contradance, 3rd
Sat. at Kenwood Gym, dance "parties” for
suramer, 2ad Sat. in fall. 541/317.1458;
kanestdu@bendnet.com .










Irish Night - February 4, 2000

Be prepared for energetic Irish and contra dances deliv-
ered by an eclectic mix of great musicians and callers.
Portland musicians Dan Compton and Fran Slefer will be
joined by Seattle harmonica and concertina player Joel
Bernstein to create some exquisite dance tunes.

Dan Compton, on fiddle, piano and button accordion,
is known locally as a member of the contra dance band
Jigsaw, but is also involved in numerous Irish music efforts
upand down theI-5 corridor, notably with Randal Bays and
Joel Bernstein, ak.a. the Rashers. Dan’s interest in fiddle
music focuses on the styles of Ireland, Quebec and Appala-
chia, which are often reflected in many of the tunes he
writes. Dan has also recorded CD’s: one of his guitar music,
entitled “Walking in the Neighborhood;” and one of his
fiddle tunes, entitled “The Walk Home.”

Fran Slefer, who plays piano, fiddle and button
accordion, grew up in Limerick, Ireland. Fran played the
piano at an early age, but later explored instruments more
commonly used in traditional Irish music, especially the
fiddle. Her first fiddle teacher was Maire O’Keefe from
Tralee, Co. Kerry, from whom Fran learned a number of
Kerry polkas and slides. Fran resumed playing the piano a
few years ago, partly by being inspired by the playing of
Montreal’s Benoit Legault.

Joel Bernstein is one of the best Irish-style musicians
around, and a world-class harmonica player. He has been
playing since the 1970’s, and is 2 member of the Seattle band
The Rashers. Joel has contributed his excellent harmonica
and concertina sounds on a recording with Randal Bays
entitled “Pig Town Fling,” and with Seattle fiddler Ruthie
Dornfeld and Keith Murphy on a recording entitled “Ways
of the World.”

ContraDance Caller Nan Evans, popular for her warmth
and enjoyment of energetic, but flowing dances, has been
calling in Portland for 10 years. She has called many dances
in the Northwest, and at festivals and camps such as the
Northwest Folklife Festival, Lady of the Lake in Coeur d’
Elene, and Glen Echo in Washington, D.C. Nan has been
dancing for more than 20 years, and draws her sensitivity to
dancer’s needs from that experience. Nan, also an English
country dance teacher and caller, is responsible for spear-
heading thenationally-popular English Country Dance Ball
held annually in Portland.

Set Dance Caller Rick Russell, has been dancing since
1993, when he and his wife Judy went to County Clair in
Ireland to learn set dances. Rick calls basic Irish set dances
every third Friday at the Portland Police Association hall in
southeast Portland. He also coordinates and instructs
dances on Monday nights at the Metropolitan Learning
Center in northwest Portland. At dances, Rick calls, and
Judy helps from the floor. Rick isa member of the Portland
Ceili Society.

Ceili Dance Caller Mary Lowes, a member of the
Portland Ceili Society since the 1980’s, Mary calls and
performs ceili dances at the Portland Police Association hall
in'southeast Portland, and is active in many affiliated Ceili
dance activities.

Jigsaw with Mike Richardson - February 12,
2000

Portland band Jigsaw plays traditional folk music from
around the world, and specializes in music as lyrical as it is
rhythmic. The common thread: it makes you want to
dance! Whether they are steaming through Appalachian
breakdowns, Quebecois reels or Irish jigs, or tracing the
delicate outlines of a French waltz or a Swedish hambo, the
members of Jigsaw serve up sound as pleasing to the ear as
to the feet.

Fiddler George Penk is well known on the West Coast
for his flights of syncopation and melodic play, which
simply drives dancers wild. His playing is solidly based on
the traditions of New England, Ireland and Scotland, but his
personal styleisunmistakable and irresistible. He has served
on the staff of many dance camps and festivals, including the
Festival of American Fiddle Tunes in Port Townsend,
Washington. George, along with his wife, Heather Pinney,
are members of Jigsaw as well as the English country dance
band Full Circle. Heather will not be playing for this dance.

Dan Compton, on fiddle, piano and button accordion,
is featured above for the February 4, 2000 Irish and contra
dance.

Clyde Carley, besides being a powerhouse on mandolin,
octave mandolin and banjo, has a wealth of traditional music
stored in his brain and fingers. He has been on the Pacific
Northwest folk scene for nearly 30 years, and lending his
energy and versatility to groups like the Highwater String
Band, the Backstairs Band, and the Rose City Aces — the
later of which gives him a continuing forum for his old-time
fiddle playing. His mandolin playing is remarkable for its
fluidity and punch. Clyde has extensive dance and music
camp credentials, including several tours on the staff at the
Port Townsend Fiddle Tunes Festival.

Seattle caller Mike Richardson has called and played
fiddle since 1985 in the Seattle area as well as in 14 states, two
provinces, five shires, two oblasti and four countries. While
promoting “no-fault” dancing, Mike has staffed countless

dance and music camps, and called at numerous festivals
throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Mike calls contras, squares, Irish set dances, French and
English country dance, Australian bush dancing and Morris
dancing, and has written a number of tunes and dances, some
of which are collected in his book, “Crossing the Cascades.”

A pational board member of the Country Dance and
Song Society, Mike also was founding Webmaster for
CDSS, the New England Folk Festival Association, and the
Northwest Folklife Festival. He was recently hired toteach
American dance and fiddle at the prestigious. Sidmouth
International Festival of Folk Arts in England.

% SUTTLE 2000 #=
PCDC's 2000 Suttle Lake Dance Camp will be
Frivav=Monday,
Labor Day Weekeny,
September 1-4
| Watch for details in future Footnotes! )
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PLEASE let us know immediately if your address
changes. We get.charged 33¢ for each newsletter that
is returned. And worse yet, you won’t get your
newsletter. Give your old and new address. Contact
Sue Songer, PO Box 14636, Portland, OR 97293, 293-
1446, songer@releport.com.

This newsletter, Footnotes, is published every ather
month, If you have a dance announcement for the
newslester, please contact the newsletter commit-
tee; or send it to PCDC, PO Box 14636, Portland,
97293, Give a concise description of your event,
including fearured band and callers, date, time,
place, cost, and phone number for further info. The
information provided here is as accurate as we can
make it, but changes or cancellations may not. be
reflected in this calendar. We encourage submission
of letters and articles of interest to the community.
Letters and articles become the property of Foot-
notes on publication and may be edied. The
DEADLINE for the Mat/April calendar is Feb. Ist.

Portland Country Dance Community is a consor-
tium of dancers, musicians and. callers promoting
country dance and music traditions through regular
dances, workshops and other events. Everyone is
welcome. Our interests include American, English,
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Celtic, Scandinavian and related traditions, ex-
pressed through live performasce and parricipa-
tion. With this newsletter, we hope to exchange
information and share concerns about traditional
music and dance. We publish the newsletter every
other month and distribute it to members of PCDC
and other folk organizations in the Pacific North-
west. Membership is $15.00 a year (§12.00 for
seniors), which provides a $1.00 discount at our
regular dances and subscription to the newsleter.
Donations in excess of $15 per year are tax deduct-
ible. Correspondence may be sent to PCDC, PO
Box 14636, Portland, OR 97293, We are an educa-
tional non-profit corporation and also a ceater of
the Country Dance and Song Scciery, a national
organization whose address is 132 Main $1./PO Box
338, Haydenville, MA. 010390338,

The PCDC board is an elected body of valunteers
from the community. Meetings are held once a
month, and community members are always. wel-
come. Help, ideas and feedback from the commu-
nity, in whatever form, is necessary to make PCDC
events happen. Your contributions of time and
support are appreciated. Call any board member for
further info. The PCDC board members are:

452-8780

Rob Hoffman it
cuemoon@peez.com :
Eliza ROMICK cerererearerrermesimmissisnssmsansenne 289-8669
eromick@releport.com
Naida SaCHEZ covvecrrneierimesvenercrrmrseacsiecns 735-1896
naida-porata@juno.com i
Frik Weberg - rvvmsnnineinisnninnn 246-2219
kiuberg@acne.com :
Betty WORTDEL .ouvivnrersencnsrveneresmssenennenies 244-1593
bwoemer@reed.edu )

Chair: Erik Weberg

Secretary: Naida Sanchez

Treasnrer: open

Booking: Betty Woerner (244-15%3)
bwoerner@reed.edu

Publicity: Tohn Benecki (flyers) & Caroline Klug
{faxes & web page)

Newsletter: Erik Weberg (246-2219)
Iluberg@aone.com & Paula Hamlin
(691-1758) phamlin@easystreet.com

Mailing list & membership: :
Sue Songer {293-1446) songer@teleport.com

Summary of PCDC meeting on November 3, 1999. Present: Allan Cook, Eliza Romick, Naida Sanchez, Frank Poliat, Rob Hoffman, B;euy

Woerner, Erik Weberg.

The Suttle Lake Dance Camp financial report was reviewed. Policies and procedures for doing the door at St. Andrew’s were reviewed.
Allen Cook submitted his resignation from the PCDC board effective Dec. 1, The PCDC family dance was discussed with a vote of support
and renewed energy. The contract with MAC for the first Friday dance was reviewed. It was voled to move the second Saturday dance
to FCC. The board agreed on a $50 budget for decorating the hall on Dec. 31. Promotional activities are ongoing.




